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EARLY DAYS IN LINDEN
Compi led by Gladys
From records kept by citizens of Linden
Herald on Apri I 27, 1963, commemorating
Linden. Added material from History of
1923.

Boynton
and stories publ ished "in The Linden
the centennial of the founding of
San Joaquin County, George Tinkham,

"In the spring of 1849, Wi II iam T. Treblecock, a teamster from Ohio, whi Ie
haul ing freight from Stockton to the miners in the rich Mother Lode stuck fast in
mud in a slough near the present site of the town of Linden. He looked for higher
ground as this was the route for wagon trains haul ing to and from Stockton and the
mines. The route was known as the Mokelumne Hi I I Road, and a road on higher ground
with a stopover would be valuable. He found such a place and in the fal I of 1849
he built a stage and teamsters' station cal led the Fifteen Mi Ie House, so named as
it was fifteen mi les by road from stockton. This was the first so-cal led publ ic
house in 'Linden'.
"The house was sold to C. C. Rynerson, the second settler in the vicinity.
John Haines is known as the third settler. Samuel Foreman and A. C. Beritzhoff
purchased the Fifteen Mi Ie House with 1500 acres of land and became the next
settlers. The vicinity became known as Foreman's Ranch and remained so until
1862 when the town of Linden was laid out and named Linden by John Wasely, a
cousin of Wi I I iam T. Treblecock.1!
["John Wasley named the new settlement, presumably after his old home at Linden,
Ohio". from Historic Spots in Cal ifornia, Hoover & Rensch, Ed. 3, 1966.J
"In 1852, the settlers began raising grain and in 1854 a flour mi II was bui It
by Doak and Burroughs who operated it for two years. It was then sold to C. C.
Rynerson and John Wasley. From 1854 to 1859·it was known as the Calaveras Mi I Is
then, unti I 1860 the State Mi II, when it was changed to Linden Mi" s. Twice the
mi I I was destroyed by fire, in 1865 and in 1868, and it was twice rebui It. The
bricks for the bui Iding were baked in Linden at the present northwest corner of
Market and Union Streets.
"In 1871 the Linden Flour Mi I ling Oompany was organized and a new three story
brIck bui Iding was erected at a cost of $35,000. This bui Iding is today's modern
bean plant and warehouse owned and operated by the Stockton District Kidney Bean
Association.
-

I 

"A general mercnandising store was establ ished by Thomas McCarter in 1856.
He sold to John Wasley and Rynerson in 1857, and in 1860, the store was sold to
Edward Case and J. S. Smith, who later sold to Prather and Aul I who operated it for
several years.
"By 1861 Foreman's Ranch had a hotel, three stores, a post office, blacksmith
and wagon shop, schoolhouse, church, flour mi I I, Masonic, Oddfel lows and Temperance
lodges.
"This same year the town of Linden was surveyed by the county surveyer, George
Drew. The block had six streets. The Mokelumne Hi I I Road was the main street and
the farthest south. The east-west streets, north of the Mokelumne Hi I I Road, were
Union and Foreman. North-south streets were Mi I I, Market and Hunter.
"The boundaries of Douglas Township, in which Linden is located, were estab
I ished August 26, 1864. The township was named after General David F. Douglas,
who came to Cal ifornia in 1848. He establ ished a ranch on the Mokelumne Hi I I Road,
which, according to Bi I I Patterson, who has made an extensive historical study of
the area, became the site of the former Douglas School and the Shel ley Ranch on
Shelton Road. Douglas bui It an oak shake house 12' x 18', common size for that
type of bui Iding. The oak shakes were spl it from logs cut on the property and tied
to a pole frame by rawhide thongs cut from the hides of animals, probably ki lied
nearby. Douglas owned freight teams and wagons which were routed between StocHon
and Moke Iumne Hi I I. In 1855 he represented San Joaqu i n County in the State Leg is
lature and from 1855 to 1857 was Secretary of State". Written by Margaret F. Cuneo*
EARLY SCHOOLS. "The first schoo lin the d i str ict was on the Thomas Hayden
Ranch and was known as the Moore School. In 1858 the Jefferson School District
was formed and a school establ ished in Linden. The bui Iding was destroyed by fire
in 1864, and wa3 replaced by a much better bui Iding. Subsequently four other
school bui Idings were erected on the same site as the first". **
FIRST CHURCHES. "The first rei igious service in the Linden area was held in
the Moore School house in 1855 by the Rev. Thomas Barton, a minister of the Meth
odist Episcopal Church South. Two years later a $2,000 house of worship was
erected". **
"The oldest church in the Linden area is the Community Methodist Church, which
was originally establ ished more than 100 years ago .... The church is on Maine street
in Linden." Photo caption "*
"In '50 Years of Methodistism' it is recorded that "Not many new charges are
found in the I ists of appointments this year of 1863. Linden is one of the most
interesting and important. It is a vi I lage located in the midst of a most excel lent
farming country. A church was dedi~ated here July 7, 1864, under the pastoral over
sight of W. B. Priddy'." Quoted by Leta Thurston *
"Catholics had an organization and edifice in Linden.
church in 1884". **

They dedicated a new

LI NDEN CEMETERY. "At the north end of Cady Lane is the Linden Cemetery wh i ch
has been in existence for over 100 years. The business of the cemetery is handled
by a board of directors.
"The Linden Cemetery was first started in 1852 and was known as the Linden
Grove Cemetery. In 1877 on March 10 the Linden Cemetery Association was incorpor
ated for fifty years and since that period of time has been operated de facto.
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"The trustees named on the original papers were: David Harrison, W. A. Daven
port, W. H. Russel I, George KI inger, and W. G. Prather •••• Great pride is taken by
the lot owners of this smal I cemetery and much has been done and is being done to
keep it as green and wei I cared for as possible". by Louise Lemmon *
FIRST ALMOND ORCHARD. "Henry Ortman sett Ied on the corner of the Li nden and
Jack Tone Road in 1853. It was known as Ortman Corner and was an overnight stop
ping place for the twelve-horse freight wagons going to and from the Mother Lode mines.
"His son, Charles L. Ortman, about 1899 planted the first almond orchard in
San Joaquin County. This 50 acre almond orchard was located eight mi les from Stockton
at the cross roads of Linden and Jack Tone Roads. He entered into the venture of
almond growing against his friends' discouraging advice •••. He went ahead with his
project and made a success of it". *
LINDEN POST OFFICE. "Very I ittls is known of the United States Postal Service
to Linden prior to 1855. It is known that the first post office in Stockton was in
1849 and that Colonel AI len was the first U. S. Mal I Agent on the Pacific Coast to
establ ish mal I routes.
"A f re ight line to the mines went over the 0 Id Moke Iumne Hi I I Road, now Li nden
Road and State Highway 8, going past the Fifteen Mile House, later Foreman's Ranch,
and in 1862 changed to Linden.
"It can be concluded that mai I for early settlers came out to the Fifteen Mi Ie
House by freight I ine or was picked up in Stockton by Whoever happened to be going
there.
"According to Post Office records the Post Office at Linden was establ ished at
Foreman's Ranch on January 3, 1855.!! by Myrtle L. Seymour *

*

Quoted by permission from Linden Herald, Apri I 27, 1963.

**'Histcry of San Joaquin County, by George Tinkham, 1923.
SOCIETY NEWS
San Joaquin County Historical Society meets on the fourth Monday of each month
at Micke County Park, at 8 p.m. Visitors are always welcome.
The Society is organized to discover, preserve, and spread the knowledge of
historical records and events, particularly those involving the history of San Joa
quin County and the State of Cal ifornia. Anyone interested in the activities of
the Society is invited to join. Dues are $3.00 per year.
On Apri I 22, Society members y;ent on a bus tour to San Rafael to see the Pony
Express Museum establ ished by Waddel I Smith, great-grandson of one of the founders
of the Pony Express. They also toured the Presidio of San Francisco.
There wi I I be a Woods School Recognition Dinner on Apri I 30, at 5 p.m., at
Lodi High School \"iest Campus. Historical material and early pictures of the school,
one of the earl lest in the county, wi I I be on display. The public is invited.
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